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''Understanding the level of peace in each state of Nigeria 
will provide a clear measure of what must be done

 to create a more peaceful society
 devoid of fear and violence''

2017
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ABOUT US

Foundation for Peace Professionals (FPP) is the foremost Non-Governmental 
Organization for peace advocacy, research and conflict transformation. It is an 
independent and non-partisan organization dedicated towards propagating peace in a 
systematic way and promoting the concept of Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR).

Through community action, we increase public awareness on peace processes and 
facilitate participation of the excluded young people in societal peace building. 

FPP initiate socially practicable ideas for peace-building and youth engagement. We also 
develop conceptual frameworks for rating level of peacefulness in states, through a set of 
identifiable indicators to measure the level of peace in a given location.

We are poised to helping public authorities and corporate entities to put public peace at the 
heart of their decision making.

For more information, visit www.fpp.com.ng or call: 08076976917
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INTRODUCTION

RESULTS AND SUMMARY

WHAT IS NIGERIA PEACE INDEX?

Nigeria Peace Index (NPI) is the first national peace index in Nigeria that is focused on 
measuring peace tendencies through foundational indices.

It is a research project that measures in a comprehensive way, the level of peacefulness in 
the 36 states of Nigeria. The Index covers between 2010- 2016 and excludes the troubled 
state of Borno, currently ravaged by the Boko Haram insurgency due to insufficient data. 
The Federal Capital Territory  (Abuja) was also not considered due to insufficient data.

Nigeria Peace Index also provides an analysis of the socio-economic factors a s s o c i a t e d  
with peacefulness, as well as an estimate of the economic benefits that would flow from 
increases in peace.

This is the inaugural edition of the Nigeria Peace Index and it shall be produced on annual 
basis.
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RANK STATE  SCORE
1 Osun 3.30
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15 Rivers 5.46

 

 

6 Akwa Ibom 4.38

7 Anambra 4.77

8 Ondo 4.89

9 Edo 4.94

10 Ogun 5.08

17 Cross River 5.56

18 Enugu 5.60

19 Plateau 5.72

20 Kaduna 5.99

 

21 Nasarawa 6.51

22 Ebonyi 6.63

23 Niger 6.80

24 Kano 7.21
 

25 Lagos 7.28

26 Jigawa 7.40

27 Katsina 7.50

28 Taraba 7.50

29 Adamawa 7.59

30 Gombe 7.64
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Sokoto 7.67
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Zamfara 7.73
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34 Kebbi 8.08

35 Yobe 8.68
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Nigeria Peace Index (NPI) is the first national peace index in Africa that is dedicated 
towards measuring peace from foundational indices. Realizing that the 

NPI is a 

human attitude 
which often impedes peace is a total sum of human life experiences, which if improved 
may lead to a more peaceful society, the index focuses on measuring those indices that 
affect peace from foundation.

product of Foundation for Peace Professionals, a foremost Non Governmental 
Organization for professional peace advocacy, research and Conflict transformation. It is 
an attempt to measure the level of peacefulness in states of Nigeria, excluding Borno State 
in North East, due to the Boko Haram red light. The Index provide states with the 
comprehensive measure of their performances based on the indicators of social, 
environmental, economic and political impact on peace, thereby giving decision makers 
relevant information for effective policy direction.

Nigeria Peace Index (NPI) is based on the Global Peace Index (GPI), which is the pre-
eminent global measure of peacefulness produced by Institute for Economic Peace (IEP) 
annually since 2007. The NPI also follows the pattern of United States Peace Index (USPI) 
and United Kingdom Peace index (UKPI) in series of national indexes.

Although, the 2017 Nigeria Peace Index is not in comparison with previous years, since 
this is its maiden edition, notwithstanding, the score adopted for each indicator is an 
average of the years in view.

The cost incurred in fighting violence was briefly analyzed, so is the implication of 
violence on the Economy, as well as the value of peace. A brief comparison was made with 
UK and U.S peace index.

·Education and poverty has more impact on peace than the rate of crime, human 
rights abuses and incarceration.

·The region with least education and most poverty is one of the two least peaceful 
region in Nigeria, despite being the most performing in the other 3 indicators.

·Osun state, Kogi state, Ekiti state, Kwara state and Imo state are the five (5) most 
peaceful states in Nigeria.

·Yobe state, Kebbi state, Bauchi state, Zamfara state and Sokoto state are the five (5) 
least peaceful states in Nigeria.This is apart from Borno state that was not 
considered in this index due to lack of access to information and the ongoing war 
against insurgency going on in the state.

KEY FINDINGS



·Poverty has significant impact on peace, as mostly all violent agitation is connected 
to quest for economic benefits and the region with least poverty, South West 
emerged as the most peaceful.

·South West region emerged as the most peaceful region in Nigeria, having 2 of its 
st rd

states, Osun and Ekiti sitting as 1 and 3  most peaceful states on the Nigeria Peace 
Index.

nd th
·While two (2) states in North Central, Kogi (2 ) and Kwara (4 ) made it to the top 

five (5) most peaceful states in the country, the North Central region as a whole is 
not among the top 3 most peaceful region in Nigeria.

·Imo state is one of the most peaceful states in Nigeria, sitting at number 5 on the 
index. The state is also the number 1 most peaceful state in the South East region. 

·Lagos state has the least poverty in Nigeria. Zamfara has the least crime. Imo with 
most education. Ekiti has least incarceration and Taraba state with the least human 
rights abuses.

·North West region is one of the two least peaceful regions in the country. This is 
strange because the region emerged as the most performing region in 3 out of the 5 
indicators used in the index. The ranking of the region is probably so, due to the fact 
that it also emerged as the least performing in the other 2 most impacted indicators, 
which is poverty and Education.

·Taraba state is the most peaceful state in the North east region; it is also the state 
with least human rights violation in Nigeria.

·Akwa Ibom is the most peaceful state in South south, Kaduna in North west, Kogi 
in North central, Osun in South west, Imo in South east and Taraba in North east.

·South East region has the highest rate of higher education in Nigeria with Imo state 
being the most educated. The region also has the highest rate of human right 
abuses.

·South South region, despite the militancy is still more peaceful than South East, 
North Central, North West and North East.

Nigeria Peace Index (NPI) is the first national peace index in Africa, gauging rate of 
peacefulness through foundational indices. In attempting to gauge peacefulness in various 
states of Nigeria, NPI investigated the extent to which states experience social factors that 

METHODOLOGY

NIGERIA PEACE INDEX 
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hinder or promote peacefulness. Just like the U.S Peace Index, 5 indicators reflecting the 
incidence or absence of peace have been selected to construct the Index because of the 
ability to scale these indicators in a consistent way across the states.Owing to the purely 
quantitative nature of these measurements, it has been possible to collect data from 2010 
onwards, and construct Nigeria Peace Indices. The index will hopefully serve as a useful 
resource for academics interested in further research.

According to definition, indicator is a thing that indicates the state or level of something. It 
could also be a device providing specific information on the state or condition of 
something. In other word, Indicators are statistics used to measure current conditions as 
well as to forecast future trends. In this case, indicators are specific information to measure 
state of peacefulness of 36 states of Nigeria. We arrived at these indicators through variety 
of considerations, particularly indicators adopted by the Global Peace Index (GPI), which 
was also replicated for United States Peace Index (USPI) and United Kingdom Peace 
Index (UKPI). 

Additionally, as we observe certain situations peculiar to Nigeria, we substituted some 
indicators to meet up with Nigeria's reality. 

The indicators weigh differently on the general state of peacefulness. Among the 5 
indicators adopted for this index, poverty level and crime rate have more weight than the 
rest, with both indicators having four (4) point values. Apart from the above two (2) 
indicators, the indicator that weighs more is Education which has three (3) point values. 
The remaining two (2) indicators namely; Human Right and Incarceration both have two 
(2) points each.

1. Ratio of Crime Per 100,000
Source: Nigerian Police Force (NPF) 
Nigeria Peace Index uses the definition of crime as observed in the Nigerian 
Police Force document, which is basically divided into two (2). 
Crime according to the police are divided into two (2), namely crime against 
persons and crime against properties. 

Crime against persons include the following: Murder, Manslaughter, 
attempted murder, suicide, attempted suicide, general harm, Assault, child 
stealing, slave dealing, rape and indecent, kidnapping, unnatural offences a n d  
other offences. 

INDICATORS

INDICATORS ANALYSIS

The Five (5) indicators are:

10



Crime against properties include the following: Armed robbery, demand with
menace, theft and stealing, burgle, house breaking, false pretense and 
cheating, forgery, receiving stolen property, unlawful possession, arson and 
others.

2. Ratio of Human Rights Abuses Per 100,000
Source: Public Complaint Commission (PCC) and National Human Rights 
Commission (NHRC) 2010-2016.

Nigeria Peace Index uses the concept of Human Right abuse as observed in the 
National Human Rights Document which classifies human rights complaints as 
follows: 

Degrading treatment by law enforcement agents, unlawful arrest, extra Judicial 
killing, disobedience of Court order, delay hearing of Appeal/Lack of fair hearing, 
domestic violence, child abuse/child abandonment, dismissal/undue termination 
of appointment, non payment of benefits and entitlement, communal clashes, 
environmental issues, appeal of prerogative of mercy, threat to life, torture, gender 
based discrimination, women trafficking, harassment and social abuse, 
Intimidation, Health issues, sexual assault, fraud, forced marriage and others.

3. Ratio of Education Per 100,000
Source: National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) and National Universities 
Commission (NUC).
The definition of Education in the Nigeria Peace Index (NPI) refer to the ratio of 
secondary school graduates seeking higher education, either to University, 
Polytechnics or other higher institutions that require joint admission and 
matriculation board (JAMB).

4. Ratio of Incarceration Per 100,000
Source: Nigeria Prison Service (NPS), National Bureau of Statistics (NBS).
Nigeria Peace Index (NPI) defines Incarceration as the persons in jail, irrespective 
of the reason for incarceration.

5. Ratio of Poverty Per 100,000
Source: United Nations' Global Multi-Dimensional Poverty Index (UNMPI).
United Nations' Global Multi-Dimensional Poverty Index (UNMPI) uses 10 
indicators to measure poverty in three dimensions: Health, Living standards and 
Education. 

NIGERIA PEACE INDEX 
(Building Peace from Foundation )
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INDICATORS WEIGHT

POPULATION

SCORING MEASURE

DATA SOURCES AND EXPLANATION

All indicators are assigned figures 2 and 4. Poverty and Crime carries 4 values each, while 
Incarceration and human rights carries 2-point value respectively and education carries 3-
point value.

Table 1 above shows indicator’s weight 

Nigeria Peace Index (NPI) made use of the Nigeria Population figures of 2006 census 
by the National Population Commission (NPC).

The Nigeria Peace Index (NPI) simply ranked the 36 states according to their ratio in each 
of the 5 indicators and value their position based on the weight of the indicators. All score 
on the Nigeria Peace Index (NPI) is in average. Due to lack of uniformity in the number of 
states in each region, the regional score is based on the total score of states in the region, 
divided by the number of states in the region.

Nigeria Peace Index (NPI) collected data from various government agencies for each of the 
indicators. Due to limited resources, we could not conduct independent survey to compare 
the figures, but we compared data from various organizations and adopted the one 
considered most reliable. 

For poverty level, we compared data from United Nations' Global Multi-Dimensional 
Poverty Index (UNMPI) and the National Bureau of Statistics (NBS). After much 
consideration, we adopted the UNMPI in whole due to its clarity without ambiguity. It is 
the only data adopted without any alteration. 

For crime, we compared data from the Nigerian Police Force (NPF) and National Bureau 
of Statistic (NBS) and after much consideration; we adopted the data received from the 
Nigerian Police Force (NPF) as primary data. We worked on the data to produce the crime 
rate used in the Nigeria Peace Index (NPI). 

National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) data was used for the rate of Education. The methods 
of storing data at National Universities Commission (NUC) could not serve our purpose, 

12



hence the inability to use their data. However, they recommended the data of National 
Bureau of Statistics (NBS) which was eventually adopted.

As for the Human Rights ratio, we worked with a combined data from National Human 
Rights Commission (NHRC) and Public Complained Commission (PCC). Both agencies 
deals with human right issues and we used the combined data from both agencies to arrive 
at the rate of human right abuses.

On the rate of incarceration, data from National Bureau of Statistic (NBS) was also 
adopted.

NIGERIA PEACE INDEX 
(Building Peace from Foundation )
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01. PEACE IN NIGERIA
Nigeria's level of peacefulness since over a decade ago has greatly diminished. Between 
2007 and 2015, Nigeria was consistently rated lowly on the Global Peace Index (GPI), 
which signified worsening state of peace and security. But this is not how it used to be.

In a 2003 study, carried out in more than 65 countries by UK New Scientist magazine, 
Nigeria was rated the world happiest country. However, from being ranked as world 
happiest country over a decade ago, the 2016 report of the same magazine ranked Nigeria 
as number 103. 

It was observed that the increasing rate of violence in Nigeria within the past 1 decade had 
greatly impacted the peaceful living of the people, thereby robbing them of their happiness.

A brief view of Global Peace Index ratings since inception in 2007 indicates that Nigeria 
remain lowly rated. The low rating of Nigeria is not unconnected to the 2007 to 2015 
periods of high level crime and violence in certain regions of the country, where militancy 
and insurgency are on the offensive. In 2016 however, the country recorded its best rating 
on the Global Peace Index, largely due to reduction in violence in the affected region, 
particularly in North East.

While Nigeria's status on the GPI rating in 2016 truly improved, the country has so much to 
contend with in order to achieve lasting peace and the Nigeria Peace Index is a step forward 
in understanding measures needed to achieve this improvement. 

Defining peace as the absence of violence or fear of violence, the NPI is based on a similar 
methodology to the GPI, USPI, and UKPI, though with a slightly different consideration 
that is compatible with Nigeria. 

The fundamental aim of the Nigeria Peace Index (NPI) is to shift the discussion of peace 
away from mere rhetoric, appeal or sermon, to working towards building peace from 
foundation, through improving all factors that prepare citizens for peaceful living.

By nature, Nigeria is a peaceful country that doesn't believe in violence. This was evident, 
even in its process of securing independence in 1960. 

At a time when many nations around the world were engaged in violent agitation to 
actualize their quest for freedom, Nigeria's founding fathers were focused on using their 
diplomatic skills in negotiating the country's way out of colonialism and it worked greatly 
in favor of the country.

However, series of events especially during the military era had caused great distortion to 

HOW NIGERIA GOT HERE
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the balance of the system, thereby laying foundation for the series of violence that followed 
upon return to democratic governance in 1999. 

st
In the first decade of the 21  century, Nigeria experienced some riots in few northern states 
of the country; though the riots were quickly stopped and controlled. 

However, the Niger Delta militancy in South South Nigeria broke out full time, after years 
of gathering momentum. The violent agitation of the Niger Delta militants, spanning over a 
couple of years introduced all sorts of criminality to the system, which are still prevalent in 
Nigeria today. The fame and huge cash rewards that went to the militants after they were 
granted amnesty motivated younger generation, who thought of imitating those before 
them, hoping to make as much gains, if not more than their predecessors. 

Similarly, another event with impact on the level of peace in Nigeria today is the Boko 
Haram insurgency, which has not only claimed more than 25, 000 lives, but also displaced 
over 2.5million Nigerians. 

It is worthy to note that the current administration is making significant progress in its fight 
against insurgency and this has brought insecurity in Nigeria to its lowest since 2011. The 
Global Peace Index (GPI) also attested to this fact in its 2016 rating, which shows that 
Nigeria's level of peacefulness has increased compared to its previous ratings between 
2011-2015.

This maiden edition of the Nigeria Peace Index (NPI) brought the level of peacefulness of 
states in Nigeria to the fore and it provides a glimpse into what should be made priority to 
improve the general rate of peace in the country.

NIGERIA PEACE INDEX 
(Building Peace from Foundation )
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1 Osun  3.30
RANK STATE  SCORE

2 Kogi

 

3.69

3 Ekiti

 

3.80

4 Kwara 3.90

5 Imo 3.99

21 Nasarawa 6.51

22 Ebonyi 6.63

23 Niger 6.80

24 Kano 7.21

 
25 Lagos 7.28

26 Jigawa 7.40

27 Katsina 7.50

28 Taraba 7.50

29 Adamawa 7.59

30 Gombe 7.64

31

 

Sokoto 7.67

32

 

Zamfara 7.73

33 Bauchi 7.93

34 Kebbi 8.08

35 Yobe 8.68

The above table 2 shows the rank of states peacefulness and their scores, with Osun state emerging
 as the most peaceful with 3.30 score, compared to Yobe state which emerged as the least peaceful with a score of 8.68.

NIGERIA PEACE INDEX: RESULTS AND TABLES

RANK STATE  SCORE RANK STATE  SCORE

02. RESULTS  AND  TABLE
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The above table 3 shows the top 5 most peaceful states with their scores. 

The states include the following, Osun with 3.30, Kogi with 3.69, Ekiti with 3.80, Kwara with 3.90 and Imo state with 3.99 scores.

LEAST PEACEFUL STATES

The above table 4 shows the list of least peaceful states in Nigeria with their scores. 

As shown above, Yobe state is the least peaceful state in Nigeria, followed by Kebbi, then Bauchi, Zamfara and Sokoto State.

MOST PEACEFUL REGION

Table 5: 2017 Nigeria Peace Index Most Peaceful Region and Scores (Average)

The table 5 above indicates that South West region is the most peaceful region in Nigeria.

RANK

 

REGION SCORE

1 South West 4.9733

MOST PEACEFUL STATES
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Table 6: 2017 Nigeria Peace Index Least Peaceful Region and Score

The Table 6 above indicates that North East region is the least peaceful region in Nigeria

RANK

 

REGION SCORE

1 North East 7.8680

LEAST PEACEFUL REGION

RANK

 

REGION SCORE
1

 

South West 4.9733

2

 

South South 5.1300

3 South East 5.2580

4 North Central 5.3450

5 North West 7.3685

6 North East 7.8680

REGIONAL PEACE RANKING
Table 7: 2017 Nigeria Peace Index Regional Ranking and Scores (Average)

The table 7 above contains the regional ranking of peacefulness in Nigeria and the scores of each region. In the table,
 South West with 4.9733 average emerged as the most peaceful region and North East 

with 7.8680 is the least peaceful.
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03. BREAK DOWN OF INDEX RESULTS BY REGION
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1.SOUTH WEST
Table 8: Break Down of 2017 Nigeria Peace Index in South West

The table 8 above gave us the break down and ranking of peacefulness in states of the South West region. 
In the table, Osun State with 3.30 emerged the most peaceful state in the region, while Lagos 

with 7.28is the least peaceful state in the region.

2. SOUTH SOUTH
Table 9: Break Down of 2017 Nigeria Peace Index in South South

NORTH CENTRAL 

In the table, Kogi State with the score of 8.2 emerged as the most peaceful, 
while Niger State with 6.80 is the least peaceful in the region.

1.SOUTH EAST
Table 10: Break Down of 2017 Nigeria Peace Index in North West

RANK  REGION  SCORE
1
 

Akwa Ibom
 

4.38

2

 

Edo

 

4.94

3

 

Delta

 

5.13

4

 

Bayelsa

 

5.19

5

 

Rivers

 

5.46

6 Cross River 5.56

RANK

 

REGION

 

SCORE
1

 

Imo

 

3.99

2

 

Anambra

 

4.77

3

 

Abia

 

5.30

4

 

Enugu

 

5.60

5 Ebonyi 6.63

3. SOUTH EAST
Table 10: Break Down of 2017 Nigeria Peace Index in South East

In the table, Imo state with 3.99 emerged the most peaceful state in the region, while Ebonyi state with 6.63
 is the least peaceful in the South East.

Table 11: Break Down of 2017 Nigeria Peace Index in North Central

In the table, Akwa Ibom state with 4.38 emerged the most peaceful state in the region, while Cross River state 
with 5.56 is the least peaceful in the South South.
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5. NORTH WEST
Table 12: Break Down of 2017 Nigeria Peace Index in North West

In the table, Kaduna State with5.99 emerged the most peaceful, while Kebbi with 
8.08 score is the least peaceful in North West region.

6. NORTH EAST
Table 13: Break Down of 2017 Nigeria Peace Index in North East

The table 13 above gave us the break down and ranking of peacefulness in states of the North East region. 
In the table, Taraba State with the score of 7.50 emerged as the most peaceful, while Yobe state with

8.68 score is the least peaceful in North East region.

RANK  REGION  SCORE
1

 
Osun

 
3.30

2

 
Ekiti

 
3.80

3

 

Ondo

 

4.89

4

 

Ogun

 

5.08

5

 

Oyo

 

5.49

6 Lagos 7.28
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REGIONAL  ANALYSIS
The South West region is the most peaceful region in Nigeria. It is the only region with 
below 5.0 average. The region did considerably well in at least three (3) out of the five (5) 
broad indicators. Additionally, two (2) states from South West are among the top 3 most 

st rd
peaceful states in Nigeria, namely Osun State (1 ) and Ekiti state (3 ).

The south west has the least poverty in the country, with Lagos being the state with least 
poverty. However, the same Lagos is the least peaceful state in the region, with a staggering 
average of 7.28, more than doubles the average score of Osun State with 3.30. 

Surprisingly, the South South region emerged as the second most peaceful region in the 
country, despite the presence of Niger Delta militants in some states in the region. Akwa 
Ibom and Edo state are both among the top 10 most peaceful states in the country. The least 
peaceful state in this region is Cross River with an average score of 5.56, far more peaceful 
than Lagos State with a difference of 1.72.

rd
South East region is 3  most peaceful region in Nigeria, with Imo and Anambra State 
emerging most peaceful states in the region. Imo State is among the top 5 most peaceful 
states in Nigeria. While Ebonyi is the least peaceful state in South East region with an 
average score of 6. 63, the state is still more peaceful than Lagos state with a difference of 
0.63. The South East region is also the most educated region in Nigeria within the years in 
review.

In the North Central region, Kogi and Kwara are the two (2) most peaceful states, with both 
state being among top 5 most peaceful in the country. Niger state is the least peaceful in the 
North Central region.

North West region followed in the order, with Kaduna emerging the most peaceful in the 
region with an average score of 5.99. Kebbi State is the least peaceful with an average score 
of 8.08 in the region. 

There is something strange with the North West region. The region did so well in at least 
three (3) out of the five (5) broad indicators, emerging the region with least crime rate with 
Zamfara being the most crime free. The region also has the least incarceration and least 
human right abuses, but it also emerged as the region with most poverty and least 
education. It is surprising that a region that came top in 3 out of 5 indicators also emerged as 
the second least peaceful in the country. This goes to show the impact of high poverty and 
low education in the region.

Finally, North East is the least peaceful region in Nigeria, with Taraba state being most 
peaceful in the region and Yobe State being the least. Taraba state also has the least records 
of human rights abuses in the country. One of the states in the region, Borno was not 
considered in the Nigeria Peace Index due to several factors, among which is lack of 
adequate information and the ongoing violent confrontation between the Boko Haram 
insurgents and the Nigerian Army.

21



04. INDICATORS RESULTS

By definition, indicator is a thing that indicates the state or level of something. It could also 
be a device providing specific information on the state or condition of something. In other 
word, Indicators are statistics used to measure current conditions as well as to forecast 
future trends.

Table 14: 2017 Nigeria Peace Index figures per 100,000 in all Indicators
INDICATORS RESULTS
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Table 14 above provides figures attained by states in the 5 indicators per 100,000 namely, Education, 
Human Rights Abuse, Crime Rate, Poverty Level and Rate of Incarceration.
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EDUCATION LEVEL PER 100,000

Source of Data: National Bureau of Statistics
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Table 15: 2017 Nigeria Peace Index Ranking in Education



CRIME RATE PER 100,000
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Table 17: 2017 Nigeria Peace Index Ranking in Crime

Source of Data: Nigeria Police Force



NIGERIA PEACE INDEX 
(Building Peace from Foundation )

25

POVERTY LEVEL PER 100,000

Table 18: 2017 Nigeria Peace Index Ranking in Poverty

Source of Data: United Nations' Global Multi-Dimensional Poverty Index (UNMPI).
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HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSE PER 100,000

Table 16: 2017 Nigeria Peace Index Ranking in Human Rights

Source of Data: Public Complaint Commission & National Human Right Commission
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INCARCERATION RATE PER 100,000
Table 19: 2017 Nigeria Peace Index Ranking for Incarceration

Source of Data: National Bureau of Statistics
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REGIONAL EDUCATION RANK AND SCORES (Average) 

Table 20: Regional Education Ranking and Scores

MOST EDUCATED REGION

Table 21: Most Education Region

LEAST EDUCATED REGION

Table 22: Least Educated Region

REGIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS RANK AND SCORES (Average)

Table 23: Regional Human Rights Ranking with Scores

REGION WITH LEAST HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSE

Table 24: Region with Least Human Rights Abuse

REGION WITH MOST HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSE

Table 25: Region with Most Human Rights Abuse
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REGIONAL CRIME RATE (Average)

Table 26: Regional Crime Ranking with Scores

REGION WITH LEAST CRIME

Table 27: Region with Least Crime

REGION WITH MOST CRIME

Table 28: Region with Most Crime

REGIONAL POVERTY RATING (Average)

Table 29: Regional Ranking of Poverty with scores

REGION WITH LEAST POVERTY LEVEL

Table 30: Region with least poverty

REGION WITH MOST POVERTY LEVEL

Table 31: Region with most Poverty
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REGIONAL INCARCERATION RATE (Average)

Table 32: Regional Ranking for Incarceration with scores

REGION WITH LEAST INCARCERATION

Table 33: Region with least Incarceration

REGION WITH MOST INCARCERATION (Average)

Table 34: Region with most Incarceration
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05. ISSUES THAT MATTERS

WHY PEACE MATTERS IN NIGERIA
Peace is the only way forward. Without peace, how do people live? How do they dream and 
fulfil their dreams? How does the society grow? And how does the society do the things 
that are needed to be done? 

Peace is said to come from being able to contribute the best that we have, and all that we 
are, towards creating a world that supports everyone. But it is also securing the space for 
others to contribute the best that they have and all that they are.

During crisis and violence, in which lives and properties are lost, nobody remembers good 
governance. Nobody remembers the need to have good education system or the tribe or 
religion of thos in authority. Nobody remembers who controls the resources or demand 
restructuring, all that matters to all is to preserve life.

It is often said that, peace is never long preserved by weight of metal or by an armament 
race. Peace can be made tranquil and secure only by understanding and cooperation.
As is commonly known, violence hinders human opportunity to work towards a better 
society. It undo the gains of development and prevent the quest for improvement. This is 
why peace matters in Nigeria.

Since 2011, almost N7 trillion has been allocated to security of lives and properties by the 
Federal Government of Nigeria. This is about 20% of the total budget of the country within 
the period in focus and the figure is likely to increase if factors responsible for the huge 
security allocation didn't subside.

In a country where only about 6% of the budget is allocated to Education and less than 5% 
for the healthcare system, one need not look any further for the need for peace to reduce 
security spending. Good governance is not free. It requires planning, innovation, 
dedication, time and commitment. It also requires appropriate investment in the most 
important sectors of the Nigerian economy such as infrastructure, manufacturing industry, 
agriculture, science and technology. 

Only when there is peace in Nigeria, will government limit its investment on security and 
divert such resources into other important sectors. Without peace, there cannot be 
improved funding for education, there can't be improvement in Nigeria's health system, 
there can't be better infrastructure and there can't be jobs due to lack of adequate funding of 
the manufacturing industry. Peace is directly linked to development. 

While many have argued that the continued agitation and break out of violence is as a result 
of lack of good governance, what was yet to be said is that, the sustenance of bad 
governance is as a result of the same agitation and violence. 
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Reacting to lack of good governance with violent agitation amounts to aiding the status quo 
to continue, because the situation that led to the lack of good governance will not be altered 
by that violence, instead, it would be compounded. 

When the situation get worse as a result of violence, the people's well being ultimately get 
worse. This is why peace matters. Peace cannot be achieved in a vacuum. 

It has been established that peace must be paced by human progress. Peace is no mere 
matter of men fighting or not fighting. For peace to have meaning for many who have 
known only suffering in both peace and war time, it must be translated into bread or rice, 
shelter, health, and education, as well as freedom and human dignity - a steadily better life. 
This is what experts believe.

With the numerous violence encountered over the years in the country as a result of one 
complaint or the other, record shows that none had been successfully resolved, yet more 
resources had been invested in security to curtail the situation. Had this violence not 
broken out, had there been peace all through this period, probably the level of governance 
would have been better. This is the likely possibility. However, in the midst of complaint of 
the in appropriateness of development in all parts of the country, violence has ensured that 
the real issues are left unattended, while containing violence became the necessity.

If the practices of violent agitation continue, the already costly implications will increase. 
We are seeing increases in the recurrence, longevity and diffusion of conflict, the incidence 
and severity of disasters, degradation of the environment, depletion of natural resources, 
transnational crime, volatility in societies previously characterized as stable, financial 
crises and various forms of inequality. These trends are inter connected.

It is important to note that, violence not only claims lives, it also unravels the very fabric of 
society, leaving schools and hospitals destroyed and a devastated population suffering the 
physical and psychological toll. 

Additionally, while we have noted that Nigeria has continued to increase its security 
budget, the source of improved funding for security is often not largely pronounced, but 
such funding didn't come from any other source, other than the important sectors.

If this is the case, how do we ever get development in face of instability? Nigerians must 
learn to express grievances, but not in a violent way. If we commit as much energy to 
peruse good governance and peace, as we have done to perusing violent agitation, the 
country would have been better for it. Therefore, if we are serious about good governance 
and peace, then we must work for it as ardently, seriously, continuously, carefully, and 
bravely as if we have ever prepared for war. Investing in peace, stability, transparent and 
accountable governance is fundamental to long-term development and prosperity and we 
must make it our priority going forward.

NIGERIA PEACE INDEX 
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ACCURACY OF THE STATISTICS

COMPARISON TO US AND UK PEACE INDEX

The statistics used for designing the Nigeria Peace Index (NPI) were obtained from reliable 
institutions and agencies of government, as well as International organizations and as such, 
the accuracy of the Nigeria Peace Index (NPI) is guaranteed to the extent of the accuracy of 
the summation of all data obtained from the various organizations.

The crime statistics used in the index was obtained from the Nigerian Police Force (NPF), 
the principal crime investigator and law enforcement agency in Nigeria with a staff 
strength of about 371,800. The NP is a very large organization consisting of 36 State 
commands grouped into 12 zones and 7 administrative organs. 

The Education statistics was obtained from the National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) 
through the recommendation of National Universities Commission (NUC). NBS is an 
agency that coordinates Statistical Operations of the National Statistical System in the 
production of Official Statistics in all the Federal Ministries, Departments and Agencies 
(MDAs), State Statistical Agencies (SSAs) and Local Government Councils (LGCs). 
While National Universities Commission (NUC) on the other hand is a government 
commission regulating and promoting quality higher Education in Nigeria.

Human Rights statistics were obtained from both National Human Rights Commission 
(NHRC) and Public Complaint Commission (PCC). Both organizations are responsible 
for defending the rights of victims and investigating human right issues. While the 
National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) has been active in investigation and 
monitoring human rights situations, Public Complaint Commission (PCC) has been 
making inquiry into complaints by members of the public concerning the administrative 
action of any public authority and companies or their officials.

Data of Incarceration were obtained from the National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) and that 
of Poverty was adopted from the United Nations' Global Multi-Dimensional Poverty Index 
(UNMPI).

The accuracy of the index is to the extent of the accuracy of the data obtained from all these 
reputable organizations.

We are confident that these respectable organizations operate with the highest standard and 
all that is obtained from their organizations have high degree of accuracy. We are confident 
of the accuracy of the Nigeria Peace Index (NPI) as a reliable research project that can be 
relied upon for critical policy direction and general utilization.

Nigeria Peace Index (NPI) is the national peace index for Nigeria, focused on measuring 
the tendency of peace through foundational indices. The index is tailored after the United 
States Peace Index (USPI) and United Kingdom Peace Index (UKPI). 
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The United States Peace Index (USPI) is a measurement of American States and cities by 
their peacefulness. Created by the "Institute for Economics and Peace", the creators of the 
Global Peace Index (GPI), it is said to be the first in a series of National sub-divisions by 
their peacefulness. The USPI was created first due to plentiful data and a large amount of 
diversity between states for level of peace. The first edition of the U.S. index was released 
on 6 April 2011.

Similarly, the United Kingdom Peace Index (UKPI) is a measurement of the United 
Kingdom's cities by their peacefulness. Created by the same organization, the United 
Kingdom ranked 29/158 on the Global Peace index for 2012. The first edition of the UK 
index was released in April 2013 and provides a comprehensive measure of the levels of 
peacefulness within the United Kingdom from 2003 to 2012. Peace is defined as the 
absence of violence or the absence of the fear of violence. The UK Peace Index also 
provides an analysis of the socio-economic factors associated with peacefulness, as well as 
an estimate of the economic benefits that would flow from increases in peace.

Just like the US and UK index, NPI also utilizes the 100,000 standard gauge used in 
measuring indicators in US and UK index. The indexes find the number of incidences, out 
of 100,000 that occur in a given location to assign a score and determine the level of 
peacefulness. 

Additionally, 4 out of the 5 broad indicators adopted in US and UK indexes were also 
adopted in NPI. Those indicators include ratio of crime per 100,000, ratio of education per 
100,000, ratio of incarceration per 100,000 and ratio of poverty per 100,000. 

The only indicator not adopted was the rate of police per 100,000, which was replaced by 
the ratio of human rights abuses per 100,000. The reason for replace of the police ratio was 
due to lack of access to reliable information on police distribution across the states of the 
federation.
Furthermore, we also adopted the indicators of human right abuses because the source of 
most crises in the country could be traced to one form of human right abuses or the other.
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06. ECONOMIC IMPLICATION OF VIOLENCE

COST OF VIOLENCE ON NIGERIA ECONOMY
Nigeria has continued to spend larger part of its budget on security expenditure. Between 
2011 to 2017, close to N7trillion had been allocated to National Security. 

In 2017 for example, more than N1 trillion was allocated to national security in a budget of 
N7trillion. Similarly in 2016, over N1trillion was allocated in a budget of N6 trillion.

Additionally, in the 2015 budget, N934billion was allocated for the security sector. The 
figures for 2011 and 2012 were N920billion and N924billion respectively while 
N923billion each was thrown at the sector in 2013 and 2014. This figure represents close 
20% of the total budget within the period.

The major reason for Nigeria's increasing security allocation is not far-fetched, prevalence 
of violence in some parts of the country. 

stNigeria experienced violent conflict with Niger Delta militants in the first decade of the 21  
century in the South South region, as well as a mild encounter with members of the Odua 
peoples Congress (OPC) in the South West region, along with other minor conflicts. 

Shortly after granting amnesty to the militants in Niger Delta, the Boko Haram insurgency 
broke out in the North East. The insurgency has claimed more than 20,000 lives and 
displaced over 2 million populations and the military engagement with the group has lasted 
for more than 4 years. Additionally, there are other violent activities of Kidnappers, 
Herdsmen and oil bunkers among others.

The continuous violence being orchestrated by these groups had continued to necessitate 
the need for improved security funding, which is costing the country dearly and preventing 
it from investing its resources in the development of other important sectors. 

Nigeria is said to have joined the league of countries that are known to spend a good chunk 
of their budgetary allocation on security. Nigeria ranks 57 in the global rating on military 
expenditure. It occupies the seventh position in Africa while it is regarded as the largest 
spender in the West African sub-region. 

Despite the billions of Naira and dollars that are yearly budgeted and expended on defense-
related expenditures, it would not be disputed that these huge budgets do not justify the 
outputs on ground. The diversion and mismanagement of the scarce resources by military 
authorities compounds the country's security challenges. This mismanagement ensures 
that security agencies don't get the required facilities to confront the challenge, thereby 
prolonging insecurity.
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Notwithstanding, the country have to keep funding the security heavily until a lasting 
solution is found to the situation, because as it is said, no amount is too much for security of 
lives and properties.

Apart from direct government funds being invested in security, private organizations, 
individuals and communities also make budget to improve personal security and safety. In 
some occassions, these funds go directly to the security agencies as contribution or 
donation, while at other times; it goes into private security outfits. In situations where 
violence occurs in the different parts of the country as outlined earlier, lives and properties 
are lost. While the lives lost cannot be valued or adequately quantified, the value of the 
properties runs into billions of naira. These are all part of the cost of violence on the 
Nigerian economy, and provided this violence subsists, the budgetary allocation for the 
security sector will continue to rise.

In addition to security funding by the Federal government, each of the 36 states of the 
federation also dedicate considerable percentage of their allocation to funding the under 
funded security agencies, such as the police. But these funds are never enough. They are 
never adequate to prevent out break of violence from groups protesting one form of 
abandonment, marginalization or the other.

In a population of over 180 million, the entire police staff strength is not more than 
370,000, while the Nigerian military strength is 181,000. If 180 million populations are 
divided by 370,000 police personnel, each officer will secure almost 500 citizens. This is 
practically impossible, hence the prevalence of violence and insecurity. Improving the 
security strength will have to come with more capital investment, but the resources are 
considerably low.

For example, the Nigerian police demanded for N1.13 trillion allocation in 2017 budget, 
but only got N36 billion. That is less than 4% of its total demand.

To reduce the cost of violence on the economy, the citizens themselves must resolve to live 
in peace, avoid crime as much as possible and commit themselves to constructive 
engagement of the authorities in finding solution to any of their challenges.While violence 
hurt the country and its leadership, it hurts the perpetrators and the citizens more.

The cost of violence is far reaching on the economy; it prevents external investors from 
coming in, as well as destroys critical infrastructure and internal investment. It causes low 
productivity and prolongs the attainment of development.

Conclusively, improving the rate of education, reduction in poverty, less crime, less human 
right abuses and lesser incarceration of perpetrators of violence will greatly improve peace 
in the country. State must give more attention to developing their capacity to meet up with 
these obligations that are inevitable.
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07.  APPENDICES
Appendix: References and Data Sources

Sources of Secondary information

37


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24
	Page 25
	Page 26
	Page 27
	Page 28
	Page 29
	Page 30
	Page 31
	Page 32
	Page 33
	Page 34
	Page 35
	Page 36
	Page 37
	Page 38

